
Gabon 

 

A Greentours Itinerary 

 

Day 1 

To Libreville 
 

Arrive in Libreville on the direct flight from Paris. 

 

Days 2 – 9 

Lope National Park and Mikongo 
 

We'll have a chance for a spotty of local birding close to the capital before 

catching the evening 'Transgabonais' train eastwards to Lope. The journey takes 

four hours and takes us through the fabulous forests, savannahs and hills of a 

country whose rural population numbers less than half a million - and that in an 

area half the size of France. This unusually low population density explains why 

much of Gabon remains unspoilt. President Bongo recently announced the 

creation of thirteen national parks protecting vast tracts of fabulous rainforest, 

savannah and coast and thus safeguarding the wildlife of ten per cent of the 

whole country. 
 

At Lope a beguiling mosaic of over five thousand square kilometres of pristine 

rainforest and savannah provides an insight into the fluctuations of rainforest 

extent that has occurred during and since the last ice-age. Lope is home to more 

species of primate than anywhere else in Africa. At this season the rare and 

beautiful Mandrill forms 'super-groups' several hundred strong. An encounter with 

these baboon-like monkeys (they are closer to Mangabeys than Baboons) with 

their extraordinary bright red and blue faces is sure to be a highlight of the tour. 

Moustached Monkeys frequent forest edge whilst agile Grey-cheeked Mangabeys 

and Black Colobus swing through the canopy. The pretty Putty-nosed Monkey is a 

common sight and we'll see Crowned Monkeys, their bizarre yellow and black 

mohican shown off to good effect when individuals perform ritualised displays 

jerking their heads from side to side. As well as other primate species we'll 

encounter groups of Forest Elephant, beautifully striped Bushbuck, Blue Duiker and 

the elusive Forest Buffalo. At night we'll look for the curious Potto as well as noisy 

Galagos. The birdlife is fantastic with over 400 of Gabon's 680 bird species 

recorded. The lovely Blue-headed Bee-eater sits quietly in the trees along with 

Bare-cheeked Trogon and the shimmering Narina's Trogon. There's White-bellied, 

Blue-breasted and Chocolate-backed Kingfishers, as well as bat-like Cassin's and 

Sabine's Spinetails. The shocking red Black-bellied Seedcracker is joined in forest by 

Red-billed Dwarf and Black-casqued Hornbills, Black Guineafowl, Gabon Helmet-

Shrike and White-spotted Wattle-eye. Rock Pratincole frequent rivers whilst 

overhead the magnificent Crowned Eagle inspects treetops for unwary monkeys. 
 

Around five thousand Lowland Gorillas roam Lope's varied habitats and Mikongo 

offers us a good chance of seeing this most magnificent of primates. Established as 

both a gorilla research station and a tourist facility the staff have been gradually 

habituating the area's 80 strong Gorilla population since 2000. Their aim is to keep 

cross-species contact to a minimum so as to alter the Gorillas behaviour as little as 



possible and thus all encounters will keep some distance between Gorilla and 

observer. An encounter with one of the many small groups of Gorillas that roam 

the area isn't guaranteed - it is about a 50/50 chance.  
 

The elusive and strange Grey-necked Picathartes nests under giant boulders along 

streams while birdwatching on the banks of the river below the chalets reveals a 

multitude of colourful species, and the black colour form of Leopard is sometimes 

seen.  
 

On the evening of Day 9 we'll have dinner then go to the station and catch the 

night train back to Libreville, arriving the next morning. We'll have sleeper 

accommodation for the night. 

 

Day 10 

Libreville 
 

We'll transfer to our hotel on arrival have breakfast and then have a chance to 

catch up on some rest for the morning. In the afternoon we can decide whether 

to go birding in some good forest close to the capital or take in the cultural sights 

of the city. 

 

Days 11 – 14 

Loango National Park  
 

Early in the morning we'll transfer to the airport for the short flight to Port Gentil, 

arriving at 09.30. A three hour boat ride followed by a 4wd transfer ensures we'll be 

aware of the remoteness of Loango though the rich and abundant mammal and 

bird life en route will distract us for much of the time! Loango is so new and little 

known that there are no roads into it so after the internal flight we'll be taken by 

boat to the lodge. Humpback Whales and dolphins carouse offshore, Elephants 

walk in family groups along the beach, and troupes of Chimpanzees move 

through the forests. Unspoilt forests, lakes, lagoons, floodplains, savannahs and 

beaches make this one of the richest and most beautiful areas in Central Africa. 

Boat trips, walks and game drives from the lodge will allow you to experience a 

rich diversity of wildlife with barely a soul about! Red-capped Mangabeys are 

common and we'll see Crowned and Moustached Monkeys again. Channels hold 

populations of Hippopotamus and stunning Red River Hogs frequent the banks. It is 

a superb place for both butterflies and birds. Iridescent sunbirds, shimmering 

kingfishers and many-coloured bee-eaters all come in rich variety and there's a 

long list of sought-after species. Flocks of beautiful Rosy Bee-eaters are a most 

impressive sight and we'll also see both Black and Black-headed Bee-eater. 

Vermiculated Fishing-Owl hunts by backwaters favoured by Hartlaub's Duck, 

African Finfoot, pretty African Pygmy Goose and Shining Blue and African Pygmy 

Kingfishers. The local endemic Loango Weaver is common and we'll enjoy the 

startling colours of Blue-headed and Cassin's Malimbes as well as the lovely White-

throated Blue Swallow. The spectacular Long-tailed Hawk twists through the trees 

and on the shore African Skimmers loaf in the evening sun. On Day 6 we'll fly back 

to Libreville and overnight there. 

 



Day 15 

Return to the UK 

 

or...  
 

Sao Tome & Principe Extension 

 

Days 15 - 18   

Sao Tome 
 

A short flight takes us out over the Gulf of Guinea and to Sao Tome. Actually an 

archipelago of a dozen islands these extinct volcanic peaks have never been 

linked to the mainland and so fauna and flora, having colonised the islands, has 

evolved into a plethora of unusual endemic species. There's an amazing fifteen 

endemic bird species on Sao Tome itself and we'll see a dozen of these whilst 

taking a relaxed look at the island's fabulous habitats and scenery. Giant Weaver, 

Sao Tome Spinetail, Sao Tome Speirops, Sao Tome Paradise Flycatcher and 

Newton's Sunbird are amongst the specialities we'll encounter. Offshore are 

Humpback Whales, sometimes Sei, Bryde's and Killer Whales, Black Noddies, 

beautiful White-tailed Tropic-birds and Brown Boobies too.   

 

Days 19 - 21   

Principe 
 

The gorgeous Bom-Bom Island Resort is a great place to relax for a few days or you 

can join us in exploring this beautiful and unspoilt island. Monkeys, African Grey 

Parrots, Giant Snails and half a dozen endemic bird species inhabit untouched 

forest. All are easy to see along tracks from Bom-Bom - Principe Speirops, Dohrn's 

Thrush Babbler and the Principe Sunbird amongst them. On day 21 we'll fly back to 

Libreville before taking our overnight flight back to UK 

 

Day 22 

Arrive UK 
 

Call 01298 83563 or visit www.greentours.co.uk for the latest trip report from our 

previous holidays to Gabon. If you would like to ask about any other aspect of this 

holiday, please call 01298 83563 or email us at enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  

 

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax 

to Greentours, PO Box 148, Buxton SK17 1BE, UK. Tel/Fax +44 (0)1298 83563. After 

booking your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a detailed information 

pack will be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Flower, mammal and 

bird checklists are available. 

http://www.greentours.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@greentours.co.uk
http://www.greentours.co.uk/

